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American " Continental" Congress, which issued the
Declaration of Independence. There had subsequently
been the " Articles of Confederation," ratified in 1781.
These earlier experiments, their demonstrable mis-
carriage in many particulars, and the disappointments
to which they gave rise, are a storehouse of instances-
and a plentiful source of warning and reflection to
the writers who have undertaken to show that their
vices are removed in the Constitution of 1787-89.

Nevertheless, there is one fund of political ex-
perience upon which the "Federalist77 seldom draws,
and that is the political experience of Great Britain.
The scantiness6 of these references is at first sight
inexplicable. The writers must have understood
Great Britain better than any other country, except
their own. They had been British subjects during
most of their lives. They had scarcely yet ceased to
breathe the atmosphere of the British Parliament and
to draw strength from its characteristic disturbances.
Next to their own stubborn valour, the chief secret of
the colonists7 success was the incapacity of the English
generals, trained in the stiff Prussian system soon to
perish at Jena, to adapt themselves to new conditions
of warfare, an incapacity which newer generals, full of
admiration for a newer German system, were again to

f; Heferences to Great Britain occur in Federalist, No. 5 (Jay);
and (for the purpose of disproving a supposed analogy) in
Federalist, No. 69 (Hamilton).